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News story #1 The Measles are Back! 
Did you get a measles vaccination were you were a child? This story talks about a measles outbreak 
in Alberta. 
Vocabulary 
Before you listen to the first news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 
understand the listening more easily. 
Use one of the vocabulary words below to complete the sentences. Answers are in the appendix. 
1. measles A serious illness that you can catch. It gives you a fever and red spots on 
your face and body. 


To take a vaccine in order to not get certain illnesses. 


A place where people who don’t need to go into the hospital can go to 
see nurses or doctors. 


4. official (adjective) | Done or said by someone in charge 
Someone who is in charge, or one of the bosses, in an organization 


A scientist who studies small life forms, such as diseases 
A very small thing that is alive and causes illnesses like the measles 


9. confirmed To show that something is true. 


When a disease begins suddenly and spreads quickly. 





Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 
popping up- happening or occurring unexpectedly 


1. If you want to get checked out bythe doctor, go tothe  ——_——ss—s—‘itsS 

2. Itsbeen ss , there is a measles outbreak. 

3. If you have a fever and red spots on your body, you could have. ss 

4. Childrenshould get sess , to be protected from the measles. 

5. Thehealth —çć— are sure that the measles outbreak is a problem. 

6. The tiny little thing that makes people sickiscalleda esses 

7. The. o records show that over 100,000 people have not been immunized 


in Alberta for the measles. 
8. If there are many cases of an illness occurring, officials call it an 


9. The_________ will have to look closely at the virus cells in order to understand 
them 
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Now listen to the first news story from the audio file. 


Listening activity: Multiple Choice 
Choose the best answer to the following questions. Answers are in the appendix. 


1. What is happening in Calgary this week? a) immunization clinics are opening up 
perenne Remamiegeantg 
2. Who is all dealing with the official outbreak? a) Just Calgary 
TE D laandoiterpansotAbera 


3. Why is this considered to be an outbreak? a) because cases keep popping up 


b) because 100,000 Albertan’s are not 


immunized 


4. How many cases of measles are confirmed? a) twenty two 

S Plowtunedtionand 
5. What is expected to increase? a) immunization rates 
en Pe 


Activity 





Re-tell the news story: Can you re-tell the story you have just heard in your own words. Try it out 
with your partner. 
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News story #2 Flood Projects 
Have you ever seen or been in a flood? This next story is about solutions to help Calgary prevent 
floods in the future. 


Before you listen to the second news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 
understand the listening more easily. 


Vocabulary: Choose the group of synonyms (words with similar meaning) that best match each of 
the vocabulary words. Answers are in the appendix. 


1) flood a) proclaimed 

ee 
2) protect b) to keep 

ee eee 
3) announced c) overflow 

OO To dicometmmtee 


4) to store d) release water 
empty 
5) storage e) a chamber for holding liquid 
the place lots of water is kept 
6) drain f) defend 
save 
7) reservoir g) a space for storing 
where things are kept 


Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 





flood mitigation panel — a group of people who is discussing solutions to Calgary’s flood 

dry dam — a wall to block the water when it rises during a flood, but does nothing when water is low 
diversion tunnel — a tunnel that will lead water in a certain direction. 

Now listen to the second news story from the audio file. 


Listening Activity: True/False 
Decide whether the statements below are true (T) or false (F). Answers are in the appendix. 


_____ The province announced a list of solutions to the flood problem. 

= The purpose of the projects for the river are to protect the city from floods. 
= McClean Creek is one place they want to store flood water. 

_____ The storage projects are going to cost $119 million each. 


The diversion tunnel will drain water away from the Glenmore Reservoir. 


Se ee IS 


Those who live near McLean Creek and Springbank Road will be protected. 


Discussion Question: Were you affected by the floods in Southern Alberta last year? Do you know of 
anyone who was? 
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News story #3 Farewell Peter Maher 


Do you to watch hockey? This last story is about the retirement of Peter Maher from the Calgary 
Flames. 


Before you listen to the third news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 
understand the listening more easily. 


Vocabulary 


Match the words with their definitions. Answers are in the appendix. 


(i longtime a) to stop working 


ae : catchphrase c) over many days, weeks, months or years 
PL yeah, baby! d) recognized by many 
i.e well known e) something that is said that gets people’s attention 


Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 





You can put it in the win column! — Imagine that there were two columns, one would say lose, the 
other would say win. Anything that is considered winning, positive, or good, would go in the ‘win 
column’. 

Calgary Flames — Calgary’s hockey team 

Atlanta — a city in the southern USA. 

Now listen to the third news story from the audio file. 


Listening Activity: Infer meaning from the listening passage 


Read and answer the questions below. Answers are in the appendix. 
1. Why do you think Maher is retiring? 


2. What is Maher well-known for? 
3. Does Maher sound like he would be an exciting or boring man? Why? 
4. Do you think people will miss his voice? 
5. How do you think Maher feels about retiring? 
Discussion Question 


Why are sports announcers so important in sports? What do they do for the listener? How would 
sports games be different if there was not an announcer giving the audience the play-by-play? 
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Language Focus: Capitalization of Proper Nouns 


When to capitalize nouns can be a tricky thing to figure out. The first thing you need to decide is 
if the word is acommon noun or a proper noun. Proper nouns name something very specific; a 








one-of-a-kind person, place, thing or idea and they need to be capitalized. 


In the script this week, there are many examples of proper nouns. See the example from story # 1 


i ? 
Identify the proper nouns What are the proper nouns referring to? 


Calgary — a specific place (city) in Alberta 


Measles immunization clinics opened in Calgary 
this week. That's after health officials confirmed 
Calgary and other parts of the province are 
dealing with an official outbreak. 


University of Calgary microbiologist Glen University of Calgary — a specific school 
Armstrong understands why the measles virusis | Glen Armstrong - a specific man 

now an outbreak. Cases keep popping up, and Albertans — the people of Alberta 
Armstrong says between 100,000 and 150, 000 

Albertans are not immunized. 





Try it! Find the proper nouns that should be capitalized and say what they’re referring to. 


i ? 
Identify the proper nouns What are the proper nouns referring to: 


..the province's list of projects for the elbow 
river should protect the city. The province 
announced it will look at a dry dam near 
mcLean creek to store flood water... anda 
storage site near the river by springbank road. 
wolf keller says both projects,... 


..keller says a combination of any two of the 
three mitigation projects will protect calgary's 
elbow river communities... 


The longtime voice of the calgary flames has 
announced his retirement. peter maher was 


the radio voice of the flames since they 


moved to alberta from atlanta in 1980. 
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Transcripts of Weekly news stories 


a MAY 2° WEEKLY NEWS STORIES 
Introduction | Hi, I’m Rosa Marchitelli . You’re listening to Learning English with CBC for 


May 2°. 


oe ie Measles immunization clinics opened in Calgary this week. That's after 
health officials confirmed Calgary and other parts of the province are 
dealing with an official outbreak. University of Calgary microbiologist 
Glen Armstrong understands why the measles virus is now an outbreak. 
Cases keep popping up, and Armstrong says between 100,000 and 150, 
000 Albertans are not immunized. So far, health officials say there have 
been 22 confirmed cases of measles... a number officials expect will 
climb. 

Story 2 


The head of Calgary's flood mitigation panel says the province's list of 
projects for the Elbow River should protect the city. The province 
announced it will look at a dry dam near McLean Creek to store flood 


water... and a storage site near the river by Springbank Road. Wolf Keller 


says both projects, estimated to cost 190 million dollars each, will take 


some time to design and build. The city will release a report in June ona 
possible diversion tunnel to help water drain from the Glenmore 
Reservoir into the Bow River. Keller says a combination of any two of the 
three mitigation projects will protect Calgary's Elbow River communities 


from future flooding. 


ga The longtime voice of the Calgary Flames has announced his retirement. 
Peter Maher was the radio voice of the Flames since they moved to 
Alberta from Atlanta in 1980. Maher is well known in Calgary for his 
catchphrases "Yeah, baby!" and "You can put it in the win column!" 
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Answer keys 


News story 1 


Vocabulary 
1. If you want to get checked out by the doctor, go to the clinic. 
2. It’s been confirmed there is a measles outbreak. 
3. If you have a fever and red spots on your body, you could have measles. 
4. Children should get immunized, to be protected from the measles. 
5. The health officials are sure that the measles outbreak is a problem. 
6. The tiny little thing that makes people sick is called a virus. 
7. The official records show that between over 100,000 people have not been immunized in 


Alberta for the measles. 
8. If there are many cases of an illness occurring, officials call it an outbreak. 
9. The microbiologist will have to look closely at the virus cells in order to understand them. 


Listening 


1.What is happening in Calgary this week? a) immunization clinics are opening up 
eer Remamacgecnng 
2. Who is all dealing with the official outbreak? a) Just Calgary 
Penne Dl algar andotnerparsotAena 


3. Why is this considered to be an outbreak? a) because cases keep popping up 


b) because 100,000 Albertan’s are not 


immunized. 


4. How many cases of measles are confirmed? a) twenty two 
in Par ne 
5. What is expected to increase? a) immunization rates 
nen 


News story 2 





Vocabulary 


liana Word from the kaa a Related words 


me poemen flood a) proclaimed 
said aloud 





2) protect b) to keep 
to put away 
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3) announced c) overflow 
To = 

4) to store d) release water 

5) storage e) achamber for holding liquid 
Pp the place lots of water is kept 


6) drain f) defend 
7) reservoir g) aspace for storing 
ee where things are kept 





Listening 
1. _T_ The province announced a list of solutions to the flood problem. 
2. _1 The purpose of the projects for the river are to protect the city from floods. 
3. _F McClean Creek is one place they want to store flood water. 
4. _F_ The storage projects are going to cost $119 million each. 
5. _T_ The diversion tunnel will drain water away from the Glenmore Reservoir. 
6. _F_ Those who live near McLean Creek and Springbank Road will be protected. 


News story 3 
Vocabulary 


es it longtime a) to stop working 
an fun expression used to say “yes!” 


Ooa b) 

a p catchphrase c) over many days, weeks, months or years 

o b 4 Yeah, baby! d) Recognized by manyd 

od 5 Well known e) Something that is said that gets people’s attention 





Listening: inferring meaning 


1. Why do you think Maher is retiring? Because he’s been working for at least 35 
years, so maybe he’s getting older and it’s time to retire. 
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2. Why is Maher well-known for? His catchphrases 

3. Does Maher sound like he would be an exciting or boring man? Exciting because 
he uses fun expressions and being a sports announcer would be a job that a 
person has to show excitement in. 

4. Do you think people will miss his voice? Probably, since he’s been announcing 
for the same sports team, to the same audience, for 34 years. 

5. How do you think Maher feels about retiring? Probably a little sad, cause he’s 
been doing it so long, but also happy, so he can relax now. 


Language focus: Proper Nouns 


i ? 
Identify the proper nouns What are the proper nouns referring to? 


Elbow river — a river that runs through 
Calgary 
McLean Creek — a specific creek in Alberta 


..the province's list of projects for the Elbow River 
should protect the city. The province announced it 
will look at a dry dam near McLean Creek to store 


flood water... and a storage site near the river by Springbank Road ma road in Alberta 
Springbank Road. Wolf Keller says both projects,... Wolf Keller — a specific man 


.. Keller says a combination of any two of the three 
mitigation projects will protect Calgary's Elbow River 
communities... 


The longtime voice of the Calgary Flames has Calgary Flames and the Flames — Calgary’s 
announced his retirement. Peter Maher was the hockey team 
radio voice of the Flames since they moved to Peter Maher — the announcer 


Alberta from Atlanta in 1980. Alberta — province in Canada 
Atlanta — city in USA 





© CBC 2014 Permission is granted reproduction of these pages for educational purposes only. 10 
For more information on copyright please see http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/ 


